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Opinion about the current WCC system and evaluation of the
work of the WCOC.

Dear All,

| was personally present in Kazan during the Candidates
Tournament. These are my conclusions:

The current KO system (short matches) for the Candidates
tournament is negative for chess. The reasons are as follows:

1. So far we have 27 draws out of 29 games in classical chess,
about 95% (!!). Many of these draws were very short - 12,15,18
etc. moves. Even in rapid games we have draws in 8 (1)
moves. This is shame and disaster for the image of chess and
FIDE. The question is, why didn’t the WCOC introduce the
Sofia Rules on time?

2. Some of the players were making short draws on purpose, in
order to decide matches in rapid chess or blitz. But the point is
that if we have WCC in classical chess, why should we decide
the matches in blitz? Knowing very well from the past
experience that the KO system leads to and tempts with that,
why does the WCOC recommend it?

3. The PR results of Kazan are very poor. With probably small
exception of Russia, there doesn’'t appear any interest from
international Press for this event. This also hurts chess and
FIDE.
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Conclusion: The WCOC who is responsible for this system
failed, and should resign immediately. The FIDE PB should
appoint new WCOC on next meeting in Al Ain in order to avoid
before mentioned mishaps and to improve the situation in the
future.
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Silvio Danailov

President of ECU
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